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PLAYS  AND  PLAYERS

X\NE day not long before he sailed on the voyage
f J that was to take him to his death, Charles was
^^ talking with a celebrated English playwright in
his office at the Empire Theater. The conversation sud-
denly turned to a discussion of life achievement.

"What do you consider the biggest thing that you
have done?" asked the visitor.

Frohman rose and pointed with his stick at the rows
of book-shelves about him that held the bound copies
of the plays he had produced. Then he said with a
smile:

"That is what I have done. Don't you think it is
a pretty good life's work?"

He was not overstepping the mark when he pointed
with pride at that army of plays. This list is the great-
est monument, perhaps, to his boundless ambition and
energy, for it contains the four hundred original pro-
ductions he made in America, besides the one hundred
and twenty-five plays he put on in London. That
Charles should have produced so many plays is not sur-
prising. He adored the theater; it was his very being.
To him, in truth, all the world was a stage.

Everything that he saw as he walked the streets or
rode in a cab or viewed from a railway train he re-
visualized and considered in the terms of the play-

303inds clear-headed logic and reason behind
